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My Journey To WPC,
I went through many different titles for this article from “Be
Careful What You Pray For” and “Fear Of Being Eaten By The
Proverbial Whale”. Instead, I landed on My Journey because that is
what it has been for me, a journey. A beautiful one that began at a
crossroads. In August 2021, I prayed a prayer while driving that
changed the direction of my life and my family’s life. It was a
Sunday and the first time I had been alone in my car without someone else with me since Spring Break of 2020 when COVID shut
down the world. I found myself praying out loud to God and talking
to Him like he was buckled in my passenger seat next to me. I told
him how the past 17 months had been so difficult, but wonderful. Nolie and Reid left for
Spring Break 2020 and had not been back to school since. They did an entire year online at
home with me. We all learned I was not made to be a full-time teacher! Here I was 17
months later and trying to see what my life would look like now that I was about to have
both kids back in school. I prayed out loud with tears running down my cheeks that I wanted
my newfound free time and life to matter. I wanted it to matter in the way He wanted it to –
not the way that would just keep me busy and fulfilled in a worldly manner. At that time, I
thought He would lead me to Meals On Wheels, join Friends of The Arlington Public Library
or maybe I would occasionally sub at the kids school. However, as I prayed over and over, I
kept repeating, ‘Lord, I know I can get busy just by being busy but I need YOU!! I want this
time and chapter in my life to matter. Please just show me in black and white how I can
make this time what YOU want for me. Show me where YOU need me and make my life
matter doing YOUR work and not busy work.’ Little did I know that prayer would change
everything for us.
Four days later I had lunch with my friend Kate McGee. Not Pastor Kate. Just Kate my friend.
We had met years before when I started volunteering with NEW DAY. We were of a similar
age, both moms, had a love of RBG (God rest her soul), found the same jokes funny and I
think she may have enjoyed the fact that I was a PK (pastor’s kid) and could understand the
profession. She had called me back the first week of July asking to go to lunch. I explained
until my kids were back in school I couldn’t even think of lunch but come mid-August it was a
date. As we enjoyed our lunch and it came to a close, I was saying my goodbyes. Kate asked
me to sit back down and then slid a piece of paper over to me written in black ink. It was a
job opportunity.
Continued on next page...

My Journey To WPC Continued…
Not just any job opportunity, but a complete job description, salary and expectations. An opportunity to be
the Director of Youth and Children at Westminster Presbyterian.
The offer was for me.
In black and white.
I was incredulous. I reminded her that I might have some pretty decent Bible knowledge and I love to discuss
theology but I had not been to Seminary. My Dad has his Doctorate – not me. I reminded her I had never
attended a service at Westminster and that little pesky detail… I wasn’t Presbyterian! Also, I had never applied for a job so I was just lost and confused.
It seems that long before I had my conversation alone in the car with God He was already planning and
preparing. Back in July Kate knew when she called me that she wanted to offer me that position. People in
the church were aware, had discussed and looked into me. And I hadn’t even started thinking about the Fall.
We spent almost three more hours that afternoon together. That poor waitress thought we were never
leaving and staying for dinner. As we sat and talked and discussed what this might look like I told her I just
needed to pray and talk to my family. I was scared. I had asked to be shown His will in a simple way but I
hadn’t meant four days later. I went home and told Keith. He said “You said yes, right?” I called my Dad
thinking he would just laugh. He would remind me that I had no formal training for ministry and bring me to
the logical answer of “no.” Instead, he told me it sounded amazing. It sounded like this was a great place not
just for me but for my husband, Nolie and Reid. I explained I was afraid of being perceived as a pretender and
doing a job I hadn’t been educated to do. I come from a long line of Preachers who have very serious
education backgrounds. Once again he said what I wasn’t expecting, “God doesn’t call the equipped. He
equips the called. And it sure sounds to me that He is calling you.” I thought about what happened with
Jonah when he ran from God calling him to Nineveh. I quickly realized whatever the whale was in my life I did
NOT want to be eaten by it.
I have found my home here at Westminster. I didn’t know I needed it. I didn’t know it needed me either… but
God did. Be careful of what you pray for … because you might not just have it answered but be blessed in a
way you weren’t expecting.
Brooklyn Richardson
Director of Youth & Children
Brooklyn@wpcarlington.org

Our Administrative Assistant, Debra, will be enjoying much needed time
off August 5, 8-12th.
Volunteers are needed for light office help (answer phone, check email/
mail, answer door, finish bulletin) during the week.
Hours needed are 8AM - 12 PM Monday - Friday
If you are available to help, please contact Catherine Fritz or the office
ASAP.
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WORSHIP
Join us for Worship and our Sermon Series:
Lesser Knowns of the Bible...and More
Sunday, July 3 @ 11:00 AM - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost - Communion
Scripture Readings: Luke 14; Matthew 11:28-30
Sermon Title: The Invitation
Sunday, July 10 @ 11:00 AM - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Readings: 2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 8
Sermon Title: He Almost Missed His Blessing!
Sunday, July 17 @ 11:00 AM - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Readings: Mark 11:15-19; Jeremiah 29:11-14
Sermon Title: House of Prayer for All
Sunday, July 24 @ 11:00 AM - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Readings: Matthew 15:21-28; Philippians 4:4-9
Sermon Title: The Syrophoenician Women
Sunday, July 31 @ 11:00 AM - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Readings: John 4:3-14; Psalm 63
Sermon Title: The Woman at the Well

LEARN
July Sunday School Schedule
Combined Summer Sunday School
Adults, college students, and youth are joining together this summer in Fellowship Hall for a
combined class led by Reverend Dr. Alphonetta Wines. Our study book is “Why the Bible Is So Hard to
Understand...tips to Understanding it” by Steve Langford.
There is no class for K-6 during the summer months. Classes resume in the fall when school begins.

Registration is open now! Sign up your children, grandchildren, neighbors and friends! This year we will be
hosted by our friends at Greater Missionary Baptist Church. Classes will be held for all ages pre-k through 100
years old. If you would like to volunteer there is still time. Questions? See Brooklyn Richardson or Stephanie
West.

GIVE
Financial Report - as of May 31, 2022
As we wish Pastor Kate a fond farewell as she takes off for her well deserved sabbatical, we keep in mind
that many of us will also be taking a few days exploring the country, visiting relatives in hopefully cooler
areas, or just enjoying a "staycation." And after the last couple of years, we all desire a well deserved
vacation. History tells us that donations dip some during the summer months. History also tells us expenses
(especially energy costs) go up during the summer. May donations had a slight decrease with expenses
increasing slightly. Plus we all are aware of the stock market concerns and its potential impact on our
reserves held at Texas Presbyterian Foundation.
Your help is critical in minimizing our energy costs. WPC has ten thermostats, each preprogrammed to
cool (or heat) its portion of the building for known events, such as Sunday morning service or choir practice,
etc. But for events that are not routinely scheduled (monthly committee meetings, etc.), we depend on you
to lower the thermostat to a comfortable temperature for your meeting. We also request you return the
thermostat to the preprogrammed setting when you leave. If you leave a thermostat on "hold," it will
continue to cool the room until someone notices, which may be days later.
Also, if you are the last person to leave the building after a meeting, please make sure all lights are turned
off and all doors are locked. Help us insure that we minimize these type costs so we can maximize what we
spend on our mission goals.
Thank you for your help in keeping Westminster "Where People Care."
David Rawhouser,
Church Treasurer

It’s time to
“Fill the Grocery Basket!”
Sunday, July 3
Thank you for your generous outpouring in June!
During the summer the need is still strong even
though we go about our busy summer schedules.
Arlington Charities’ ongoing list of items needed:
canned tuna/chicken/salmon, canned soup, canned
fruit in its own juice or water, low-sugar whole grain
cereals, shelf stable milk, peanut butter, body soap/
wash, deodorant, toilet paper (sometimes only
have enough in stock to give client one roll), shampoo/conditioner, dental care items (toothbrush/
toothpaste), baby diapers (size 5 & 6), and feminine
care items.

Your help is needed to prefill bags & load cars.

Welcome Home
Offering
The Welcome Home Offering provides
basic necessity items to those who are transitioning
from homelessness to stable housing. For the month
of July, our partners at When We Love and the
Tarrant County Homeless Coalition are requesting
paper towels. This goes right here to our neighbors in
Tarrant County! Bring to worship with you any
Sunday. Questions? Contact Barbara Kennedy.

Quilters
meet Monday,
July 11
*NOTE DATE
CHANGE DUE TO
HOLIDAY*
at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall and invite you to join
them as they continue their mission of making quilts
for the Salvation Army Arlington Family Life Center. If
you can tie a knot & have a couple of hours to spare,
join us!

GIVE
NEW DAY

The Arlington Life Shelter is holding a "Stock the
Shelter" campaign through July 23. If you wish to
assist with this effort, helping out is as easy as shopping their Amazon wish list at https://
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/36ML39H7RY3SV/
ref=hz_ls_biz_ex?pldnSite=1. Donations of items on
the list may also be dropped off at 325 W. Division
Street.

NEW DAY

WANTED
The Mission Committee is looking
for someone to become the site
buyer for NEW DAY at Westminster
Presbyterian for the next school
year.

HOURS: Each week as scheduled by the buyer
JOB: Purchase the items packed in bags to deliver to
students in AISD and get them onto the shelves
SKILLS NEEDED: Internet skills and other communication skills, organizational skills, ability to ask for
help when needed, persistence, good attitude,
willingness to try and willingness to serve God in
this way.
(This is a simplified description of what the job entails. Members of the Mission Committee are working right now to get a good understanding of what
the job entails in order to streamline the process.)
PAY: No monetary rewards. Satisfaction that this
job is vital to the NEW DAY Project.

Westminster and
“Arlington ISD Back to
School Kickoff”
Please put SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 on your calendar
now! This will be an opportunity for you to volunteer at AT&T Stadium to distribute backpack and
school supplies to students at AISD!

THANK YOU!

Throughout the school year, we
are one of several sites to pack and
deliver bags of food for fooddeprived children to eat on the
weekend. Food deprived children in
Arlington? Yes, approximately 75% of AISD students
fall into that category. With the help of grants and
your donations, we are able to provide food for those
children.
You may not have given any thought as to how this
task is possible. I am here to answer that question.
First of all, there is a Board that oversees the entire
program. Two Westminster folks are a part of that
governing body: Jack Boger and Earlene Pike serve on
the Board. Thank you to Jack and Earlene. Second, at
the church level, we have a site buyer who makes
sure that food is ordered and delivered to the church.
Our site buyer has been SCOTT JOHNSON. This job is a
major task and we thank Scott for his six years of service in this roll. Because Scott is moving to Colorado,
we are now looking for someone to take on this task.
After food is ordered, delivered, and put on the
shelves here at Westminster, our site coordinators
make sure there are people to pack the food and
deliver to schools. We want to thank SANDRA and
DON MORRIS for doing this task. When people are
needed to unload deliveries, DON has often been the
one to step in to unload. When people cannot pack
and / or deliver, DON and SANDRA step in to do the
job. They, too, have done this job for six years!
FINALLY, there are the people in our congregation
who pack and sometimes pack and deliver. Many
people stay after the worship hour to pack while others complete this job as their schedules permit. We
want to thank all of them.
As we look to the future, let’s take a minute to
thank all of these people! You are encouraged to continue your donations, and as the opportunity presents
itself, consider supporting this important project—
maybe you can pack bags, deliver to schools, or consider becoming our next NEW DAY buyer.
Mission Committee Chair, Yleen George

GIVE
Shelter Sandwiches
takes place Saturday, July 30 @ 10:00 am in the kitchen
At the beginning of July, you can find the board outside
the sanctuary so that you can sign up for items needed.
Please provide a phone number so that Jennifer or
Maggie can give you a reminder call.

Thank You!
On May 28, the Mission Committee prepared and delivered sandwiches to the Arlington Life Shelter. This
was possible because of your donations! A special thank you to the following people who donated the needed supplies for the sandwiches: Judy Hart, Bonnie Garcia, Maggie & Jennifer Del Angel, Kate Smith, Jimmy &
Yleen George, Earlene Pike, Harry & Pat Staley, Niki Thompson, Dan
Stoyak, Ruth Juhler, Steve & Stephanie West, Rollin Phipps, Doris
Holland, Barbara Kennedy, Jim & Susan Reinarz, Carrie Leverenz, Jane
Oosterhuis, and Erin & Matt Baltensperger. THANK YOU!!!
Thank you to the group of Westminster folks that came to prepare the
lunches so they could be delivered! Susan and Jim Reinarz, Dan Stoyak,
Kate Wilkins, Evelyn & Aubrey Stepter, Bonnie Garcia, Maggie & Jennifer
Del Angel.
Maggie & Jennifer Del Angel are coordinating this project and thank
everyone who has donated items and/or given their time to prepare the
sandwiches!

CONNECT
Bookworms

Ladies’ Lunch Out

meet Wednesday, July 6
at 2:00 p.m. on Zoom

takes place Wed., July 13 @ 1:00 PM

Join us as we discuss “Caroline: Little House
Revisited” by Sarah Miller

Choir
Did you know…that every July, our choir
takes a well-deserved break? During this
time our Minister of Music Elizabeth Barney puts
together an array of special music and musicians to
glorify God in worship! We know you won’t want to
miss hearing them on Sunday mornings.

Beer Tasters
We take the summer off!
See you September 16
@ 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall
Questions? Contact Harry Staley.

We had 10 ladies join us for lunch at David’s
Barbecue. This month we hope you will join us at
J. Gilligan’s Bar & Grill (407 E South Street) - pay
your own way. All WPC ladies are invited to join us.
Let Ruth Juhler know if you plan to attend or just
come!

CONNECT
Youth Group
Youth and Children have enjoyed having the month off from Sunday School as families and teachers have
been traveling. They will resume classes again in the Fall when school begins.
Our Youth enjoyed the first swim party of the season at Pastor Miranda’s house.
Nothing beats grilling out and swimming in the summertime. Lemuel was even able
to win the stingy affection of Gizmo the dog by the end of the night. We have other
dates to look forward to coming up in the next few months.
The youth will be hanging out with the Youth group from First Midland, led by
Walter Thompson – former member of WPC, either Friday, July 8 or Saturday, July 9.
Details will be sent out once it is confirmed.
We enjoyed having our youth lead us in worship as Liturgists
for the month of June. This is such a gift they blessed us by
leading us. We always talk about how talented our youth are
but to see them in action is always a great reminder.
Upcoming Dates to know:
July 8 or 9th – Youth hangout with First Presbyterian Midland
August 9th – Youth swim party to welcome all incoming friends
August 14th – Backpack Blessings
August 21st – Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Sunday
August 21st – Immediately following church – required Child Protection training class
for all new and existing members working with youth and children.
September 4th – Sunday School kick off!
If you have any ideas or feedback about youth or children areas please reach out to Mrs. Brooklyn and let her
know. Her email is Brooklyn@WPCarlington.org. She is always open to feedback that will help our kids.
Cheers and Blessings,
Brooklyn Richardson
Director of Youth & Children

Election Help Needed
Do You Have Free Time? As we look forward to the November elections, the Tarrant County Elections office has put out the word that there is a great need for Poll Workers and Poll
Watchers. Poll Workers are paid for their time. Poll Watchers are needed from both
parties. These positions are not paid and are scheduled in 4-hour slots. There is training for both positions. If
you are interested in either of these positions, please call the Tarrant County Elections Office. You can also
talk to Jill Wesstrom or Yleen George if you have questions.

CONNECT
Members and friends braved a very hot (100+) day
to attend Arlington’s First Ever Gay Pride event on
June 11. They had a great time and can’t wait to
attend next year’s event.

WHAT’S UP AT WPC ...
May Session Highlights
1. Reverend Miranda Trussell moderated the
meeting in Kate's absence.
2. David discussed the financing of the Sabbatical
project spearheaded by Caitlin Cooke. The funds
come from the Sabbatical grant Pastor Kate was
awarded.
3. Walter Osadchuk, II and David Ferrell plan to
attend training to help us devise a plan for the
church so we will know how to respond in case of a
disaster.

To Education Committee and Session,
I would like to thank you so much for the $1,000
scholarship awarded to me. This will definitely make
a difference in my journey to continued education.
Kind regards,
Betty Makileni

Celebrating July Birthdays:
1 - Susan Ashley, Rollin Phipps, Yvonne RoQue
5 - Elizabeth Nelson
8 - Caitlin Cooke
9 - Jeannette Powell
11 - Nicholas Patterson, Thelma Sampson
12 - Pat Hardy, Reagan Hathcock
13 - Jane Kamanga
14 - Jennifer Del Angel
15 - Charles Kennedy
22 - Golda Marcello
23 - Carole Perry, Susan Reinarz
24 - Janet Marcello, Bonnie Shwadlenak
26 - Gail Cobb
27 - Olenna Hatcher
28 - Aliyeh Ambam, Ace Thompson
29 - Henry Kamanga, Jr.
30 - Les Brooks, Pat Staley

WHAT’S UP AT WPC ...
Serving the Lord in July
Liturgist - Earlene Pike
Elders - look for bright green name tags
Media Center
7/3 - Harry Staley, Jill Rawhouser, & Chris Simpson
7/10 - Jill Wesstrom, Caitlin Cooke, Teri Wardrup, & Chris Simpson
7/17 - Steve West, Teri Wardrup, & Lemuel Amouh
7/24 - Harry Staley, Jill Rawhouser, & Steve West
7/31 - Jill Wesstrom, Caitlin Cooke, Teri Wardrup, & Chris Simpson

Greeters
7/3 - Ruth Juhler
7/10 - Gary Anderson
7/17 - Jim & Susan Johnson
7/24 - Dane Argentini
7/31 - Mario & Ryan Koym-Garza

Flowers
7/3 - Walter Osadchuk II, in memory of his parents Walter & Grace
7/10 - Stephen & Jill Wesstrom in honor of Virginia Sganga
7/17 - Jimmy & Yleen George, in honor of their 55th anniversary
7/24 - Earlene Pike, in honor of Ace Thompson’s birthday
7/31 - Harry Staley, in honor of Pat’s birthday

Members/friends in need of
prayer:

Rollin Phipps; Chad Bridges; Judy Hart; Betty Makileni; Ed & Linda Frazee; Pattie Hardin-Marshall; Winston &
Elizabeth Barney; Layne & Anne Cooke; Kathy Anderson; Patrick Marcello II; Colleen Nelson’s mother Dorothy
Blackwell; Phil Oakley’s wife Nancy; Marjory McCowen’s grandson Kevin & his wife Madison; WPC friend Ben
Eubanks’ wife Rockienna; Pastor Kate’s friend Gayle Wiecken; Yleen George’s relative Sara Koehn; Keith
Richardson’s brother Kyle & his family; Stephen Wesstrom’s mother Virginia Sganga; Pat & Betty Richardson’s
friends Laura & Mark Bohanan; Jim & Susan Johnson’s neighbors Val & Alla Karpinska and their family; Rob
Henderson’s colleague Clay Rasbury; Carole Perry’s relative Randy Vaughn and her brother Neal McDonald;
Michael Carr’s friend Lynn Mason; Mary Jo Patten’s grandson Patrick; Earlene Pike’s brother Bill & sister-inlaw Marion Anderau; WPC friends Catie Guerrero, Jim Dixon, & Greg Smith

MISSION STATEMENT
Rooted in God's love and grace, we worship, learn, give, and connect, refreshing people with Living Water.
We reach out to share the Water with all who thirst.
Deadline for next Mailbag: July 15, 2022
Turn in all articles to the church office.
wpc_arl@sbcglobal.net
817-460-3841
Westminster Presbyterian Church
1330 South Fielder Road
Arlington, Texas 76013
www.wpcarlington.org
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