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Dear saints,
For the first two years of COVID-19, it felt like a season of “no:” no, we can’t do that - it’s
not safe. No, it’s not open yet. No, we can’t go in. No, we’re still doing online church. No, soccer hasn’t started back up yet. No, he can’t have visitors. While so many ‘nos’ were hard, it
also created space for many to stop and reassess the priorities in their lives.
As the community spread reaches a “low” level of COVID-19, maybe you’re now ready for
another call. After a season of “no,” this Advent we’re going to explore the gift of YES! Yes,
John the Baptist said, preparing the way. Yes, Mary said, carrying the Christ child in her
womb. Yes, Joseph said, remaining with Mary and with God. Yes, God said to us, as Love came
down in the form of a human baby. Yes, we say to each other, as we are knitted together as
chosen family. Yes, we say to our community, as we share the Living Water with all who
thirst.
On our Christmas tree in the sanctuary this Advent season, there will be different kinds of
ornaments: ornaments with opportunities to say “YES” to God and “YES” to your neighbors.
Maybe after this season of “no,” God is calling you to say “YES” to contributing to the PCHAS
Toy Drive, or attending Advent Bible study, or joining the Finance Committee. Maybe after
this season of “no,” God is calling you to say “YES” to financially pledging, or volunteering for
the Mobile Food Pantry (Dec 10), or editing the worship videos. Maybe after this season of
“no,” God is calling you to say “YES” to reading the Bible daily, or re-engaging your prayer life,
or adopting a new spiritual practice (like pray-as-you-go.org).
Friends, may you say YES to hope, peace, love, and joy this Advent. May you not only prepare but feel a fierce longing this Advent: a longing that invites you closer to God’s heart; a
longing that pushes you to recognize the gift of “yes;” a longing that calls you to be part of
what God is doing in the world at Christmas.

Advent & Christmas blessings,

Pastor Kate & family

December 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

PCHAS TOY DRIVE takes place through December 15
4

5

6

7

Second Sunday of Advent
Deadline to sign up for
Poinsettias
9:00 a.m.
“Fill the Grocery Basket!”
Quilters/FH
9:45 a.m. - Sunday school
for all ages
11:00 a.m. - Worship Communion
12:10 p.m. - Congregational
Meeting
12:15 p.m. - Bell Choir
Rehearsal
5:00 p.m. - Christmas
Pageant & Party
11
Third Sunday of Advent

12

7:00 p.m.
Advent Bible
Study/FH &
Zoom

7:00 p.m.
Choir rehearsal

13

14

15

1:00 p.m.
Ladies’ Lunch
Out @ Campo
Verde

PCHAS Toy
Drive Ends

7:00 p.m.
Advent Bible
Study/FH &
Zoom

7:00 p.m.
Choir rehearsal
for Lessons &
Carols

7:00 p.m.
Beer Tasters

21

22

23

7:00 p.m.
Advent Bible
Study/FH &
Zoom

NO
Choir rehearsal

28

29

25

27

NO Sunday school
11:00 a.m. - Worship

8:00 a.m.
Mobile Food
Pantry @ St.
Andrew’s UMC

6-7:30 p.m.
Girl Scouts/
library

20

10
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2:00 p.m.
Bookworms/
Zoom

18
19
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:45 a.m. - Inquirers’ Class/
library
9:45 a.m. - Sunday school
for all ages
11:00 a.m. - Worship Lessons & Carols - Bell
Choir - Christmas Joy
Offering
12:15 p.m. - Session
Meeting/FH
12:15 p.m. - Youth Group
Christmas Party @ Epic
Waters

Merry
Christmas

9

Deadline to sign
up for Christmas
Banquet

9:45 a.m. - Inquirers’ Class/
library
9:45 a.m. - Sunday school
for all ages
11:00 a.m. - Worship Blessing of the Quilts/
Knitting
12:15 p.m. - All Church
Christmas Banquet/FH

26

8

16

17

24

9:30 a.m.
Women’s
Circle/BH &
library

7:00 p.m.
PWA/FH

Christmas Holidays Church Office Closed
NO
Choir rehearsal

7:00 p.m.
Worship Communion &
Candlelighting

30

31

WORSHIP
Join us for Worship

Sunday, December 4 @ 11:00 AM - Second Sunday of Advent - Communion
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 1:26-38
Sermon Topic: The Gift of Yes: Let it Be
Sunday, December 11 @ 11:00 AM - Third Sunday of Advent - Blessing of the Quilts/Knitting
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon Topic: The Gift of Yes: God Is With Us

Sunday, December 18 @ 11:00 AM Fourth Sunday of Advent - Hope: A
Service of Lessons & Carols

Saturday, December 24 @ 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship - Communion
- Candlelighting
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7;
Psalms 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20
Sunday, December 25 @ 11:00 AM Christmas Day Worship
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 52:7-10;
Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:1-14

WORSHIP
Bell Choir Rehearsal Sun., 12/4 @ 12:15 PM

Choir Rehearsal

The bells are ready
and we will be joining
the Chancel Choir
during worship on
Dec. 18 for Lessons &
Carols and Christmas
Eve worship.

Thursdays, December 1, 8, & 15
@ 7:00 PM
We are excited as Advent is here! Lessons &
Carols takes place December 18 and everyone is
in for a musical treat. Please talk to our Minister
of Music, Elizabeth Barney, if you have questions.

Christmas Eve Poinsettias
If you wish to purchase/donate one or more poinsettias for Christmas Eve, please sign up on
the chart outside the office by Dec. 4. The price is $11 each and checks need to be marked
“Poinsettias.” If you wish to purchase more than one, please use separate line for each. You
may take them home following Christmas Eve worship. See Susan Johnson if you have any questions.
The Worship Committee

2023 Worship Flower Donations
It is time to sign up for donating flowers for worship in 2023. The price remains the same,
$25.00. The flower chart is in the hall on the bulletin board outside Debra’s office. All Sundays
of the year are available for flower donations, EXCEPT Easter. (The Worship committee provides this arrangement.) After you have signed on your “chosen date” please take a “donation envelope.”
There are 2 dates on the envelope to fill out. One for the date of your payment for the flower donation and
one for the Sunday you want your flowers in the Sanctuary. Payment must be received in the office at least
two weeks prior to your donation date. PLEASE SIGN UP FOR ONLY 1 SUNDAY UNTIL JANUARY 1 to give everyone a chance to choose a date. After January 1, you can sign up for more than one Sunday. The arrangements are yours to take home after the service. If you are not going to be in worship on your donation date,
please advise Susan Johnson or Debra Nelson what you want done with the arrangement.

LEARN
Advent Bible Study
The Gospel of Mark doesn’t have a nativity
story—so where’s the Advent message? It’s in
every aspect of Jesus’ life, to his death and
beyond. The Incarnation—God came to earth in
human form to be baptized, teach, heal, eat, and
die—is what we celebrate at Christmas, and Mark shows us just how radical and celebration-worthy it is!
We’ll explore these messages through the Rev. Tracy S. Daub’s new study Holy Disruption. It presents a fresh
understanding of the holiness of Christmas grounded, not in a conventional cozy Christmas message, but
through Mark's disquieting gospel which invites its readers to experience God's disruptive but transformative
love for us and our world. Join Pastor Kate and Rev. Miranda on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM to dive into
Scripture and hear Mark’s words anew.

LEARN
December Sunday School Schedule
December 4
K- Sixth Grade
Christmas Pageant
Both classes continue the PCUSA
Practice
curriculum “Follow Me: Biblical
Practices for Faithful Living”
7th-12th Grade
Confirmation Class

Session 5A
Who Is Your
Savior?
Pages 26-30

December 11

December 18

December 25

Go Tell 1

Go Tell 2

Merry
Christmas
No Class

Session 5B
Confessions 101
Who Is Your
Pages 92-93
Savior?
Pages 26-27, 30-32

Merry
Christmas
No Class

Adult One
Contemporary Issues & Faith - The Wired Word
Have you ever wondered how to process the news? Or what Jesus might say about current events?
Join Pastor Kate and other leaders as we relate current events to Scripture to create thought-provoking,
stimulating discussions every week.
Adult Two
Reading Disciples

This class reads and discusses
various inspiring, insightful and
challenging pieces of literature,
which present moral questions
and explore what it means to
live a faithful life. Previous
authors have included C.S. Lewis, Ralph Ellison, Mohsin Hamid,
Fyodor Dostoevsky, and Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. Convened by Erin
Baltensperger.

We continue our
study of “The Bell
Jar” by
Sylvia Plath
Stop at
Chapter 11
page 126

Stop at
Chapter 16
page 194

Read to end
Page 244

Merry
Christmas
No Class

Women’s Circle
meets Tuesday, December 20
@ 9:30 AM in Bullock Hall for a light breakfast
@ 10:00 AM - Join us in the library for Lesson Four:
“Sabbath and Surrender.”
We continue our study, “Celebrating Sabbath” by Carol
M. Bechtel

Let Go
Scripture: Exodus 16
Key Idea: The “manna” story, with its, emphasis on only gathering as much as we need and not gathering the
Sabbath, is a call to trust God to provide for our needs. It is a call to surrender our unhealthy striving for
more wealth, more stuff, and more success. It is a call to recognize when it is time to say, “Enough.”

GIVE
WPC Annual Presbyterian Children’s
Homes & Services Toy Drive
The Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
(PCHAS) provides assistance to children and their
families at two locations in North Texas
(Waxahachie and Itasca) which serves children in
foster care and single -parent families. Along with the PCHAS homes, the annual children’s toy drive has expanded to include similar homes in Denton and Keller.
The collection is not only conducted at our church, but also at over a dozen business locations in the
Arlington and Pantego area. Each year, it grows just a little bit more! The children who receive these gifts
are sometimes forgotten because of family conflicts or societal oversight.
This year again we will have a Christmas tree for these children. Help us fill it up with age-appropriate toys
and Christmas gifts for children ages 1 to 17. Please keep these children in your mind as you shop for the
holidays. Please place these unwrapped gifts under the tree in Bullock Hall between November 15December 15.
Gift ideas include games, sports equipment, reading materials, necklaces and earrings, and anything that
could be theirs alone! The older children appreciate gift cards
to fast food restaurants (McDonalds, Starbucks, Chick-fil-a,
etc.) or places to shop (Wal-Mart, Target). These children don’t
have much – so your thoughtful gift may make the holiday
smile all the bigger for that precious young person that wants
something special for Christmas. Gift cards or monetary donations are also welcome and we ask you bring gift cards to the
office. Questions? See Rollin Phipps or call the office.

It’s time to “Fill the Grocery Basket!” Sunday, Dec. 4
Thank you for your generous outpouring in November! Arlington Charities is gearing up
for the holiday season when they provide ingredients for hundreds of holiday meals.
They request canned cranberry sauce, chicken broth, instant mashed potatoes, cream
of mushroom soup, instant stuffing, pie filling (NOT PUMPKIN), rice, canned corn,
canned green beans, macaroni & cheese, and rice. They are always in need of
canned protein - tuna, chicken, beans, Spam, chili, ravioli, or soup. Deodorant,
shaving cream, and shampoo and are especially appreciated.

Quilters
meet Monday, December 5
at 9:00 AM in the sanctuary.
We are “cleaning out the closet” and
setting up for Blessing of the Quilts/
Knitting which takes place during
worship December 11. The quilts will
be delivered to the Salvation Army Arlington Family Life Center afterwards.

GIVE
Knit Wits
Knitters are looking forward to seeing all their finished hats & other warm items in the sanctuary for Blessing
of the Quilts/Knitting on Sunday, December 11.

Mobile Food Pantry
Saturday, December 10
@ 8:00 AM
Come and help us spread
the holiday cheer by handing out bags of food to those in need!
Thank you Odessa, Walter O., Elizabeth, & Debra for helping out last month.
We would love to have you join us at St. Andrew’s UMC (2025 SE Green Oaks)
and help prepack bags, replenish the line, load vehicles, or even break down
boxes! We start packing around 8 and are done by noon or when food runs
out, whichever comes first.

Financial Report - as of October 31, 2022
WOW, What an October!!! We always project that the last quarter of the year is when donations toward our
budget are at its highest. And then we hope and pray every year that donations meet our expectations. So
far, one month into the fourth quarter, you have far exceeded our hopes. In October, we received
$34,290.88, which is about double our average monthly donations for the other nine months of the year.
While this included some donors annual gifts and one gift already toward their 2023 pledge, it is verification
in your belief in our mission. We thank you for that belief.
On the other hand, our net income continues to be a concern. When we consider only donations toward
2022 pledges against 2022 expenses, 2022 expenses still exceed 2022 donations by about $6,200. While
WPC still has a healthy reserve, the trend is still worrisome; but not something that cannot be overcome in
November and December.
If you are still working on fulfilling your 2022 pledge, we thank you. If you didn't make a pledge for 2022, we
would ask you to consider the missions you feel called to at WPC and help us support them.

We try to make giving as easy as possible for you. We accept payments electronically thru Zelle (no fees),
PayPal (small fees) AND we still pass the plate during Sunday worship, accepting checks, folding cash and
noisy money (coins). (For Zelle and PayPal, send donations to "treasurer@wpcarlington.org".)
And as you think about your 2022 tax status, know that we would work with you on gifts of stocks you would
like to donate. We work with Texas Presbyterian Foundation to transfer those stocks to WPC. If you have an
interest, email me at treasurer@wpcarlington.org or catch me in the hall for more details.
We appreciate all you have done to further the mission of WPC and look forward to seeing what God has
planned for us.
David Rawhouser,
Church Treasurer

GIVE
The Perfect Gift
November 27-December 18

Leadership: Past, Present, and Future.

When Jesus was born among us, he came as a helpless baby destined to bring joy, peace and salvation to
his people. This child, God’s Word made flesh—fully human and fully God—became one of us. One with us.
One among us. In all of our vulnerabilities, struggles, and triumphs, Jesus became one of us—leading us,
knowing us, connecting us to himself and to each other, and offering us his gift of eternal life.

The perfect gift:
Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect God’s perfect gift to us, with generous support of church
leaders among us—past, present and future-who have pointed us to God.
We honor and celebrate leaders like retired pastors, church workers and their families who have faithfully
guided and led us but who now find themselves in critical financial need. We honor and celebrate emerging
leaders like students in schools and colleges equipping communities of color, who develop leadership skills as
they pursue their education and prepare to bring their gifts of service to the world God loves so much.
Jesus’ example as a child born to be among us and lead us to eternal life provides a pattern for us to follow
as we celebrate those who have led us in the past and will lead us into the future. Through the Christmas Joy
Offering, we come together to support past, present and future leaders, embodying God’s perfect gift to us,
Jesus Christ.
SUPPORTING OUR PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE LEADERS
By supporting the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions (BOP), the Christmas Joy Offering honors the
faithfulness of current and retired church workers and their families in need. Thanks in part to support from
this offering, church workers can receive critical financial assistance to support them through life’s challenging circumstances. These generous actions bear witness to our faithful response to God’s charge to love one
another as Christ commanded. In 2021, the BOP provided:

Income supplements from the BOP helped nearly 278 households, assisting retired church workers
and surviving spouses with the means to provide for themselves.

Housing supplements from the BOP helped 227 households remain in their homes, afford assisted
living, or long-term care.

Shared and Emergency Grants from the BOP helped more than 246 households facing times of great
financial need or uncertainty due to unforeseen circumstances.
PREPARING THE WAY FOR FUTURE LEADERS
The PC(USA), with its historic commitment to higher learning, has long promoted education and leadership
development through the establishment and support of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping
communities of color. Our future church leaders of color can receive much-needed assistance while they
discover and pursue their professional goals at these schools and colleges. Your gifts allow these ministries to
continue — sustaining a tradition Presbyterians have carried out for nearly 140 years. $1.1 million of gifts
from 2020 are being used to provide education and leadership development skills at Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of color, including Menaul School, PPAS, and Stillman College.
If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!! Thank you!

CONNECT

CONNECT

Join us on December 4 at 5:00 PM for our no-rehearsal Christmas pageant, followed by our Christmas party!
There will be food and fun, with special guests from the Arlington Public Library.

All Church Christmas Banquet
takes place after worship on Dec 11

Bookworms
meet Wednesday, December 7
at 2:00 p.m. on Zoom
(same as Sunday School link)
Join us as we discuss “The Black Widows”
by Cate Quinn.
Questions? Contact Linda Bridges.

Ladies’ Lunch Out
takes place Wed., December 14 @ 1:00 PM
@ Campo Verde (2918 W Pioneer Pkwy) - pay your
own way
Sign-up on the green sheet outside the office & let
us know you are coming. Josie, with Sterling Events,
loves to go all out for this annual event - you won’t
want to miss it!

Young Adults

We had 11 ladies join us for lunch at Skillet N’
Grill! All WPC ladies are invited to join us.
Let Ruth Juhler know if you plan to attend or just
come!

Piano and Rhythm Christmas
Last month
we enjoyed
watching
Hocus Pocus 2
and pizza at
Katie’s house.

In 2018 Sandy and James Harris recorded some favorite Mark Hayes Christmas
arrangements. Many of you already have a
copy of this CD. If you don't have one or if
you would like another for a friend, email James
at jeharris1958@sbcglobal.net to request a copy. If
you like what you hear, they ask that you consider
making an additional contribution to WPC's annual
toy drive.

CONNECT
Beer Tasters
meet Friday, December 16
at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Questions? Contact Harry Staley.

Nursery
Drop by the nursery
and check out the
“Thankful Tree” that
Mrs. Brooklyn and
our youngest kids
created! It also
invites us to ask:
what are you
thankful for?

WPC Kids (K-6th)
Christmas Pageant & Party - join us on
December 4 at 5:00 PM for our
no-rehearsal Christmas pageant, followed by our
Christmas party! There will be food and fun, with
special guests from the Arlington Public Library.

Youth Group (7-12th grade)
Sunday, November 27
Join us after church to help “hang the
greens” in the youth room and get into
the Christmas spirit! Pick-up at 1:30 pm
Sunday, December 18
Are you ready for our EPIC Christmas party at EPIC
Waters?!! We’ll grab some lunch
and head over to EPIC Waters for
a Christmas party Texas style.
RSVP to Mrs. Brooklyn by
December 15 if you can join us.
$10 per person - friends welcome!

The More You Know
Did you know…the Arlington Public Library will have
a table at the Christmas pageant & party? Anyone
will be able to sign up for a library card and even
check out some Christmas books! Thank a local
librarian for all that they do for our community!

Brooklyn Celebrates 1 year at WPC!
Kids, youth, and...Diet
Coke? These are a few
of Mrs. Brooklyn’s
favorite things!

Youth Connection
Our 6-11th graders had a blast at
Youth Connection at Camp
Gilmont! A BIG thank you to Steve Wesstrom and
Mrs. Brooklyn for serving as adult sponsors.

We recognized our veterans
during worship on November 13. Thank you so
much for your service!

WHAT’S UP AT WPC ...
October Session Highlights
1.
2.
3.

The session voted to remove masking signage from doors.
Sat. Nov 19 (9am to 1pm) will be clean up day- come help spiff up our church campus
All church Christmas luncheon will be after church on Dec. 11.

Joys:
Ida Joiner passed her examinations and is now Dr.
Ida Joiner Ed. D. Barbara Kennedy is retired; Kamden McGee made all-district and all-region band;
Joy Hatcher and her Workman JH students won
“Best Play” in UIL One Act.

Sympathy Prayers:
Bonnie Garcia and family on the death of her father
Charlie Whipple; Sandra James and family on the
death of her cousin Mary Shaw Muldorn

Members/friends in need of prayer:
Carrie Leverenz; Sandra Morris; Ruth Juhler; Mary
Montague; Janet Kovatch; Rollin Phipps; Linda
Frazee; Chad Bridges; Judy Hart; Betty Makileni;
Pattie Hardin-Marshall; Winston & Elizabeth Barney;
Layne & Anne Cooke; Kathy Anderson; Patrick
Marcello II; Reverend Alan Farquhar; Catherine
Fritz’ brother-in-law John Truitt; Colleen Nelson’s
niece Noor Eagleson; Walter Osadchuk’s neighbor
Mary; Reverend Miranda Trussell’s relative Elaine
Mackey; Linda Frazee’s relative Thomas Messer;
Jimmy & Yleen George’s relative Sam Shurtleff;
Doris Holland’s sister-in-law Nancy Hall; Debra
Nelson’s cousin Jack Duckworth; Jim & Susan
Johnson’s neighbors Val & Alla Karpinska and their
family; Those with loved ones in Ukraine; Carole
Perry’s relative Randy Vaughn and her brother Neal
McDonald; Michael Carr’s friend Lynn Mason; Mary
Jo Patten’s grandson Patrick; Earlene Pike’s brother
Bill & sister-in-law Marion Anderau

Thank you, Westminster
family, for the caring notes,
cards, emails, texts and
prayers you have been
sending while I deal with hearing loss. We miss
church...Pastor Kate's inspirational sermons,
Elizabeth and the choir's beautiful music, Brooklyn's
and the kids’ enthusiasm, and all the hugs that are
exchanged every Sunday. The good news is that I
will receive a cochlear implant on December 8!
I ask for your continued prayers,
Sandra Morris
Dear friends of my WPC family,
It is so humbling to know so many
people care for me. I thank you so
much for the prayers, thoughts,
cards, phone calls, food, flowers,
and offers of help. May God continue to Bless you
and may we always be the church Where People
Care.
Thank you all,
Ruth Juhler

Celebrating December Birthdays:
2 - Don Morris
5 - Steve West
6 - Ezra Bee
8 - Mitchell Blackburn
9 - Jim Hardy
12 - Dianna Boger,
Jack Boger
15 - Brookly Kamanga
26 - Rosemary Brewer
27 - Hayden Canterbury
30 - Daniel McMurrough,
Chris Simpson

WHAT’S UP AT WPC ...
Serving the Lord in December
Liturgist - TBA
Elders - look for bright yellow name tags
December 4 - Communion Servers
Jill Spencer, Chris Simpson, Harry Staley, Pat Staley,
Jill Wesstrom, & Stephen Wesstrom

December 24 - Communion Servers
TBA

Acolytes and Chimers
12/4 - Kamden McGee & Koen McGee
12/11 - TBA & Conner Wright
12/18 - TBA & Zoe Harrison
12/25 - Please see chart on board in hall to sign up.

Media Center
12/4 (Worship) - Steve West, Caitlin Cooke, Jill Rawhouser, & Chris Simpson
12/4 (Christmas Pageant) - Jill Wesstrom, Jill Rawhouser, & Keith Richardson
12/11 - Harry Staley, Teri Wardrup, & Kamden McGee
12/24 - Jill Wesstrom, Caitlin Cooke, & Chris Simpson
12/25 - Steve West, Teri Wardrup, & Niña Henderson

Greeters
12/4 - Robert & Linda Wilson
12/11 - Zeb & Sally Wright
12/18 - Afi Amouh & Family
12/25 - Charles & Linda Bridges

Ushers
12/4 - Steve West, Reagan & Judy Hathcock, Kate Smith
12/11 - Jane Oosterhuis, Walter Osadchuk, & You?
12/18 - Michael Carr, Les Brooks, Walter Osadchuk, & You?
12/25 - Pat & Rollin Phipps, Charles & Linda Bridges

Flowers
12/4 - Reagan & Judy Hathcock, in honor of our children & grandchildren
12/11 - April Poitras, in memory of Adrian & Marge Poitras
12/18 - Lee & Kate McGee, in honor of Michael, Kamden & Koen
12/25 - Zeb & Sally Wright, in celebration of finding a home with WPC

MISSION STATEMENT
Rooted in God's love and grace, we worship, learn, give, and connect, refreshing people with Living Water.
We reach out to share the Water with all who thirst.
Deadline for next Mailbag: December 10, 2022 *NOTE DATE CHANGE DUE TO HOLIDAYS*
Turn in all articles to the church office.
wpc_arl@sbcglobal.net
817-460-3841
Westminster Presbyterian Church
1330 South Fielder Road
Arlington, Texas 76013
www.wpcarlington.org

The Mailbag

